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TE i~E SEE STATE L 

REPORT 
OF 
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
October 31, 1872. 
SIR : I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of this Department during the year. It has been ma<le as concise 
as possible, to present an intelligent review of the · work of the year, 
and contains, also, such suggestions and recommendations as, in my 
iudgment, will conduce to the more successful administration of the 
Bureaus of the Departwep.t. 
It is a source of satisf:action to be able to report substantial reforms 
-and real progress in each and all the Bureaus during the year, and they 
are now, without exception, in excellent c_ondition. The In<liau-Office is 
working in the most satisfactory manner; the Patent-Office reports im-
portant improvements in the details of management; the Land-Office 
has brought up the large arrears of work which ba<l embarrassed its 
operations for years; the Pension-Office has materiall,y reduced the 
number of claims on file at the beginning of the year, for the first time 
since the close of the war; the ninth census is completed in a shorter 
time and in a more satisfacto~·y manner than ever before ; and the 
Bureau of Education is rapidly increasing its field of usefu~ness. 
INDIAN .AFFAIRS. 
Attention is invited to the able and interesting report of the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, which is more than usually full of informa-
tion relative to the present numbers, location, and condition of all the 
tril>es under the administrative control of the Indian-Office. 
Measured by any true standard, the present Indian policy of the 
Government has proved a success, inasmuch as for three years it has 
secured the largest and freest extension and development of our rail-
ways and frontier settle'rnents which was possible under the circum-
stances, with far less of loss of life and property than would have been 
suffered under any other plan of dealing with the hostile and roving 
tribes beyond the Missouri River. In our intercourse with the Indians 
it must always be borne in mind that we are the more powerful party, 
and have uniformly regarded the Indians as the wards of the nation. 
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We are ass'uming, and I think with propriety, that our civilization ought 
to take the place of their barbarous habits. We therefore claim the 
right to control the soil which they occupy, and we assume ·that it is our 
duty to coerce them, if necessary, into the adoption and practice of our 
habits and customs. In doing this, it seems to me that humanity and 
justice, as well as honor and dignity, demand that our conduct should 
be characterized, so far as practicable, by forbearance and uniform kind-
ness of treatment. 
It may be true, as the Commissioner remarks, that the only ob-
ject at which practical statesmanship will aim is to reduce the evil to a 
minimum in degree; to circumscribe the field of its operations as closely 
as possib!e, and to forward the operation of those causes and give scope 
to those forces which will most speedily put an end to its duration. 
This much the Indian policy is effecting. The feeding ~ystem adopted with 
the uangerous and hostile tribes has reduced the loss of life and property 
to a degree which mnst be termed inconsiderable, when the extent of 
territory and tbe exposure of our settlements are fairly taken into ac-
count. The reservation system withdraws the great body of the Indians 
from the direct path of our industrial progress, and allows the work of 
settlement and the extension of our l'ailways to go forward up to the 
full limit of the capacities of capital and immigration, with absolutely 
no check or diminution on account of Inuh\n hostility, actual or appre-
hended. There i not a mile of rail way which has anthority of law 
for its construction, and for which the capital stanus ready, which is 
unbuilt to-day by reason of danger from Inuian attack. There is not a 
family at the East, or newly arrived from Europe, which is desirous of 
a west rn settlement, but can locate itself in safety on public lanus at 
any point from Omaha to Sacramento. It follows, from these two prop-
o ition , that the peaceful progress of settlement and iudustrial enter-
pri e i only limited by the resources of the country and the expan-
i ene , of our population. The work of .circumscribing and confining 
the vil, of wllich complaint is made, is, therefore, being carried forward 
a rapidly and effectively a in the nature of the case is possible; and 
the three condition of a ucces ful treatment of the Indian difficulty 
a,r ho,rn to be realized iu the pre ent policy of the Government toward 
the ho. tile and emi-ho tile tribe . 
hil th accompli hment of the objects already referred to may 
embrace all that pr<lCtical state man. hip demands, there is still another 
view of th Indian qu tion to which the Oommi ioner does not ad\ert 
in hi r port, hut which enter largely into the new policy, and which 
ha unqn . ·~ion bly cam mended it to a large . cia s of people who are 
Worn c: ttra 't l t the di cu ion of political que tion., or to the a tive 
articipation in gov rnm ntal details. I refer to the scheme of ci ~ iliz-
ing c: n hri tianizing the Indian . 
T wh, t xt nt the ucce of the conditions above alluded to is due 
to the w rking · of the la t named, I have no means of determining, and 
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it i a que tion which each man will doubtless settle in hiR own way, 
from his wn tand-point. I have no doubt, however, but that the civil-. 
izing portion of the policy has exerted a most wholesome influence upon 
the ntir question, inasmuch as it bas brought into the Indian service 
an entirely new element, the direct effect of which has been the great 
improv ment in the personnel of the service, and, consequently, in the 
entire treatment of the whole Indian population. 
Industrial progress and settlement have been unimpeded, probably as 
much on account of the more humane treatment of the Indians, as be-
cause of their confinement to a smaller area upon restricted reservations; 
and they have also submitted more quietly to confin~ment upon smaller 
reservations, for the same reason. Many, if not a majority, of the causes 
which, in years past, excited Indian hostilities, have ceased to exist. · 
The Iudians are becoming convinced of the entire good faith of the 
Government in Hs peaceful overtures, and they manifest a disposition 
to respond in a similar ~pirit of peace and good will. 
That a semi-hostile condition still exists in some remote localities, as 
in Arizona and some portions of Texas, for example, is no doubt as prop-
erty at! ribntable to the non-extension of the policy in its entirety over 
those sections as to its inefficiency or failure. That it works uniformly 
well where it has had a thorough trial, even among tribes before re-_ 
garded as almost incorrigible, is very good evidence that it will wor.k 
equally wen elsewhere, under similar circumstances. 
In Arizona, the special commissioner, sent out by the Department, 
bas reported improper or inefficient a-gents on duty and asked their 
removal, which is being done as rapidly as suitable persons can be found 
to replace them. It · is but reasonable, therefore, to request the with-
holding of unfriendly criticism relative to the efficiency of the policy 
until the Department is prepared to announce that it is thoroughly 
inaugurated in all its parts over all the tribes under control of the 
Indian 0 ffice. · 
The military occupancy of posts adjacent to the Indian country has 
not been withdrawn, and should not be so long as there is the slightest 
danger of Indian incursions upon the settlements, or attempts to pre-
vont the extension of new settlements in all legitimate directions. A 
show of strength will be needed for some time to enforce the new policy. 
The policy of confining the wild tribes to smaller reservations is 
regarded as of the utmost importance; a~d carried forward to its full 
extent, will result in restricting them to an area of sufficient extent to 
furnish them farms for cultivation, and no more. The rapid disappear-
anee of game from the former hunting-grounds must operate la.rgely in 
favor of our efforts to coniine the Indians to smaller areas, and compel 
them to abandon their nomadic customs, and establish themselves in 
permanent homes. So long "as the game existed in abundance there 
was little disposition manifested to abandon the chase, even though 
Government bounty was dispensed iu great abundance, affording them 
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ample means of support. When the game shall have disappeared, we 
shall be well forward in the work in hand. 
In the country now occupied by the majority of the tribes of the Da-
cotah nation, bordering on the Missouri River, and by the Rees, Man-
da,ns, Gros-Ventres, River Crows, and Assiniboines, near the same 
river, there iB but little land that is available for agriculture, on account 
of the great dryness of the summers and the intense cold or' the winters. 
vVithout irrigation nothing can be grown there save in the narrow bot-
toms skirt.ing the larger water-courses. Some of the tribes there resi-
dent are endeavoring to farm, but their efforts have little effect beyond· 
discouraging them from all farming operations. They must have a 
better location for agricultural pnr;:;uits, else but little improvement can 
be made in their condition. 
The Rees, Mandfi.ns, and other tribes at Fort Berthold, numbering 
about 2,500 persons, have been engaged in farming for a number of 
years. Their efforts have not been attended with encouraging success, 
for reasons auove stated; but they are becoming well convinced that 
their only hop~ for the future lies in agriculture, and they are inquiring 
for a more favorable location for farming. I feer confident that their 
removal to the Indian Territory south of Kansas can he made with their 
cheerful assent next year. There their habits of industry, and the 
knowledge they alreauy possess of agricultural pursuits, will doubtless 
enable them to make rapid progress in the direction of self-support and 
ci-vilization. 
This leads me to a.Uude once more to the subject of a plan for the 
proper organjzation and settlement of tbe Indian Territory lying south 
of Kansas. The events of the year have .seemed to confirm the opii.J.ion 
expres ed in my last annual report, that the interests of both Indians 
and wllites will be suuserved by organizing that country under a terri-
torial form of government, apportioning the lands into farms of proper 
area amo g the Iu<lian now thereon, and using all proper influences to 
, ettle other tribes therein, in the same way. 
It is certaiu that but little progre scan be made in the work of civili-
zation while the In<lian are suffered to roam at large over immense 
r ervatiou , hunting and fishing, and making war upon neighboring· 
tribe . It i. only a tlley are led into habits of in"ilustry, and learn the 
advantage of labor, tbat anything can be done to elevate them. In-
du try i · the great civDizer; without it no race can be permanently 
benefited. hfiort should all tend jn that direction which will most 
eftectnally cultivate tho e habit . This can best be done by placing 
them 1pon farms, and giving them such material aid and practical 
in tru ·tion a will enable them to cultivate their farms profitably. In 
proportion a· they do this will they learn the advantage of our form of life 
and abandon heir pre. ent habit.. Tbis mu t beth work of t ime; but I 
confidently b lie e there ult will vindicate the wi ·dom of the policy in 
force. 
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There is but little in the past to encourage the belief that the adult 
Indian of t9-day can be very thoroughly civilized. We can hope for 
little more than to hol<l him in restraint, confine him to smaHer reserva-
tions, and induce him to remain at peace, while we devote the energies 
of the Department to the improvement of the rising generatibn. 
The policy of reducing the area of present reservatiohs, and consoli-
dating friendly tribes or bands, may be regarded as the :first step to-
ward the establishment of the Indians upon farllls. We have now 
under control of the Indian-Office tribes in every stage of civilization, 
from the partially civilized nations in the Indian Territor,y, with their 
schools, churches, and written language, to the hostile ~ribes of Arizona, 
which know nothing of the habits of civilization. The former are, no 
doubt, as well :fitted as they will ever become in their present mode of 
life for settlement upon farms of proper size. · The latter can only be 
brought gradually to that condition, the first step toward which, as bas 
been said, is confining them to smaller reservations than they at present 
occupy. This subject bas been presented to the various delegations 
which have visited the "I~ast, and by the several commissions to the 
Indian tribes at their homes. It has been received with interest by all, 
and while the most of them are not yet sufficiently convinced of the 
advantage and necessity of an agricultural life to appreciate the impor-
tance o( removal, those who have made some progress in farming have 
expressed a ·willingness to adopt the suggestion, if some of their leading 
chiefs can be allowed to visit the new Territory and examine their pro-
posed new homes. Judicious management will, in a few years, secure 
the removal of a large portion of the tribes east of the Rocky Mountains 
to the Indian Territory. 
I cannot regard the rapid disappearance of the game from its former 
haunts as a matter prejudicial to our management of the Indians. On 
the contrary, as they become convinced that they can no longer rely 
upon the supply of game for their support, will they turn to· the more 
reliable source of subsistence furnished at the agencies, and endeavor to 
so live that that supply will be regularly dispensed. A few years of 
cessation from the chase will tend to unfit them for their former mode 
of life, and they will be the more readily led into new directions, toward 
industrial pursuits and peaceful habits. 
In the present imperfect system of detailed reports from agents, as to 
the condition of the tribes in regard to their progress in industry, it is 
difficult to furnish any statement in figures as to the condition of aU the 
tribes. The following statement, however, will show the progress made 
by twenty tribes in the southern superintendency, during the past four 
years, in the work of farming and stock-raising. They do not include · 
the larger and more civilized nations, Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, and 
Chickasaw , occupying the Indian Territory: 
In population they have increased ..••...... _ ..••.... _... . . . . . . . . . • . . 12 per cent. 
In schB~s A b ....... -... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 350 per cent. 
8 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
In teachers...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . • • . . • • . . • • • . . . • . • . . . . . • . . .. 200 per cent. 
In scholars ........................•.•..• -•..•• -- ... ---. . . . . • . . . . . . 390 per cent. 
In number of acres cultivated .......... ·--~--....................... :JOO per cent. 
In number of bushels wheat raised ................................... 500 per cent. 
In number of bushels corn raised.................................... 685 per cent. 
In number of bushels oats raised from 0 in 1868 to ......... " .......... 9, 243 in 1872. 
In number of bushels potatoes raised...... .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . .. . 900 per ceo t. 
In number of tons hay raised ....................................... 750 percent. 
In number of horses owned by ...................................... 250 per cent. 
In number of cattle owned by .......................... __ ........... 1, 000 per cent. 
In number of hogs owned by ........................................ 1, 000 per cent. 
Total value ..................................................... 2;10 per cent. 
The increase in value is from $751,183 in 1868, to $1,870,285 in 1872. 
It is gratifying to be able to report the general and very encouraging 
success of the Indian policy. There is nothing in the sporadic incur-
sions and outrages to weaken confidence in the final success of measures 
now in force for the treatment of the Indian tribes. So far from any 
change of policy being decided upon, or being indicated as necessary by 
the events of the year, thete is abundant reason to take all proper steps 
to render the policy more efficient wherever it may he found necessary, 
and to extend it over tribes where it has not yet been established. 
The aid and co-operation of the various religious associations of the 
country have been of the highest yalue. In no ease has there been the 
slightest misunderstanding between them and the Department, and they 
have, in all cases, responded promptly to my wishes and suggestions. 
They are, without exception, doing all in their power to render the 
humane and peaceful policy of the Government as efficient as possible. 
In every missionary society bavbg a part in this great work the De-
partment recognizes a most valuable assistant, thus largely iucreasing 
the working force of the Government, and witlwut expeuse. 
The report of the Board of Indian Commissioners fo!' the past year 
not yet having been received, I am unable to state anJ·thing with regard 
to their operations during that time. 
If the policy now in force with regard to the Indians mm be main-
tained and perfected, until it reaches all the tribes now occupying our 
soil, I ie 1 confident that it will result in the amelioration of theil' con-
dition in v ry re pect, make many of the tribes self-sustaining, elevate 
them morally and mentally, an<l grea tly reduce the present expense of 
their maiuteuance. To effect tbi. in the shortest time, it will be neces· 
ary to h~ v the policy o clearly define<l anu establi. bed t-hat it can-
n be mi ·uud r too<l, and to ecure the complete t o-operation of all 
h influ nee "hich have been iu\"oked in its behalf. 
The mi .·ionary au tho riti have done". 11 in tll ir vortion of the work 
Til y ha not only g n rally nominated, as agent.·, good m u, who e 
h art ar in he work, but they have 1 olded and <lir ctecl a healthy 
pu lie n im nt favorabl to the Indian policy, without which no mea -
ur of rnmental policy in this countr can be ntir ly ucces ful. 
Th s ha done , w ll in their branch of the w rk th t I am loth to 
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assume the appearance of suggesting or advising any change in their 
methods. Yet I cannot refrain from quoting an extract from a report 
by the AssiRtant Secretary of the Interior, who made a very extensive 
tour of inspection among the wild tribes of the Upper Missouri River 
during the past summer: 
"I have returned from my three months' tour among the Indians, more than ever con-
vinced of the propriety and the feasibility of the President's policy in the conduct of 
Indian affa,irs. If time he given, it must more ::tnd more commend itself to the Christian 
people of the country. It is of so recent origin that it is, as yet, not fairly inaugurated 
in an Hs details. It seems to me, however, th::tt some of the church missionary authori-
ties have not yet fully realized the importance of the v;rork which the President, in the 
establishment of his policy, invited them to perform. They were requested to select 
ugents, a,nd tl1e Depart mont expected them to name men of integrity, business experi-
ence, and capacity, sufficient to conduct the affairs of the agency honestly and efficiently 
This has been <lone in a highly satisfactory manner. But the new po1icy contemplates 
the moral and religious welf::tre of the Indians, to effect which the agents shoul<l be men, 
not only in favor of the new policy, but who will take an active part in promoting it 
in all its L1ctails. This can only be done properly, as !·believe, by men of pronounced re-
ligious convictions. * * It is not enough that agents are willing to tolerate missionary 
work among their people; they should be men who can and will render efficient aid 
tll.emselves in tho work, and cordially acquiesce in all proper missionary appliances 
There m:o men now on duty as agents who, although good business men, have no con-
fidence whatever in the capacity or disposition of the Indian for moral or mental im-
provement, nor any desire, apparently, to see the experiment tried. Such men are 
obstacles to the missionary branch of the present policy of the Government, whom I 
am well satisfied the churches which nominated them would promptly remove if their 
attention were invited to the subject. These same remarks apply to all Government 
employes at tho agencies. 
The success of the present policy is so encouraging that I would gladly see it per-
fected and carried out to its fullest extent and capacity. The religious bodies have 
rendered such valuable assistance in the past, and seem so heartily in accord with the 
Executive and the Department, tbat they will undoubtedly act upon the suggestion 
made above, and wherever it may be necessary replace unfit agents by tho::;e who will 
he entirely satisfactory to the Department, while at the same time carrying out, in 
other partic'ulars, the details of the peace policy." 
I concur in the suggestions made by the Assistant Secretary; and 
the Department has received evidences from a majority of the .mission-
ary societies having a part in this work that those suggestions are re-
ceived in the most cordial Christian spirit, and will be acted upon 
wherever it may be found to be necessary. 
The duty of the nation toward the original occupants of the soil, who 
have become the wa,rds of the nation by the fortunes of conquest and 
territorial acquisition, seems to me plainly marked out. The Executive 
is endeavoring in good faith, and in what is deemed the most proper 
and efficient manner, to fulfill the nation's duty toward a helpless and 
benighted race. He bas sought to combine influences which may 
effect their physicnl and moral elevation and improvement. The mis-
sionary authorities ha"\"e an entire race placed under their control, to 
treat with in accordance with the teachings of our higher Christian 
civilization. Tlleir worl~ is immense, and while results may not be en-
10 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF 'l'HE INTERIOR. 
couraging within a very short time, they must lose faith in the power 
of our aggressive civilization if they refuse to accept the truth or forego 
their efforts in this djrection until complete success is attained. 
Even though the success we hope to attain may be but partial, yet 
the very efforts the Government is making in so righteous a cause 
must redound to the substantial good as well as to the honor and glory 
of the country by attracting public attention t o so commendable a 
work, and educating the people into a higher conception of the duties of 
the nation. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 
During the last fiscal year public lands were disposed of as follows: 
Cash sales ........................ , ......................... _ ....... . 
Located with military warrants ..................................... . 
Taken for homesteads ............•............ ... . ................... 
Located. with college-scrip ............................••...... .. ..... 
Grants to rai lroads .............•...................................... 
Grants to wagon-roads ............. .................... . ............ . 
Approved to States as swamp ·----- ---- ............................. . 
Indian-scrip locations .............. . .. . ............... .... . ....... .. 
.Acres. 
1, 370, 320.15 
389,460.00 
4, 671, 332.14 
693,613.37 
3, 554, 887.58 
465,347.21 
714,255.19 
5, 760.00 
Total ...... ---- ..... : ............... -................... ..... .. 11, 864, 9i5.64 
a quantity greater by 1,099,270.25 acres than was disposed of the pre-
vious year. The cash receipts, under various heads, amounted to $3,-
218,100. During the same period t here were surveyed 22,016,608 acres, 
which , added to the quantity alr·eady surveyed, amounts to 583,364,780 
acres, leaving unsurveyed an area of 1,251,G33,G20 acres. 
The Commissioner's report is accompanied with the usual papers and 
tabular statements, showing in detail the transactions of his office for 
the past year. The reports of the United States surveyors-general, 
which form the appendix to his report, are replete with the most inter-
esting information in regard to their respective districts. They aU 
make mention of. the frnitfulue of the oil during the past season, 
and tL increa eel ,Yield of all manner of produce. Even in those States 
an<l T rritorie where mining i' the principal pursuit, the agricultural 
pro<luct haYe ~ o far exceedeu the local demand as to cause large ship-
m nt of cereal · to the Ea tern State~ . The Commis ioner's suggestion 
in ref< renee to the propriety of con ·olidating into one statute tl.te prin-
ipal f atun• of tl.te pre-emption and homestm d Jaws, are, in my judg-
ment, pecially worthy of the attentio of ongress. The necessity of 
a r -orcranization of the clerical force in his office, and of vesting him 
with authority to appoint I pecial agent who ·hall bring the subordi-
nat land- flicer more immediately undet· his sup rYi ion, is clearly ancl 
'£ r i l 'tated, and the matter will, I earne tly hope, receive the early 
an f~ YoraLle action of Congrc . I take gTeat pleasure in bearing 
mphatic tc ·tiwony to the marked z al, integrity, and efficiency of the 
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head of this Bureau, and the intelligent promptness with which the 
duties of his office have been discha::.·ged. By his unremitting efforts, 
seconded by the ch.eerful indu8try of his clerical force, not only has the 
rapidly increasing current business of the office been expeditiously at~ 
tended to, but t}le accumulated arrearages of years have been brought 
up to date, thus placing this important branch of the public service in 
a condition eminently satisfactory to all who have to do with it. 
PATENTS. 
Needed reforms have been made in the condition of the Patent-Office 
during the past year, the most noticeable and important of which is the 
abolition of the old form of Patent-Office reports, and the substitution_ 
therefor of the Official Gazette of the Patent-Office. Defective as the 
old reports were, and published from two to three years after the date 
of the issue of the patents reported in them, their discontinuance seemed 
to greatly alarm the inventors and manufacturers of the country, and 
the demand for their restoration, or an adequate substitute, was so great 
as to require prompt action in that direction. During the last session 
of Congress authority ~as given for the publication of the Patent-Office 
Official Gazette, comprising the Commissioner's decisions, the decisions 
of the Supreme Court and the circuit courts in patent-cases, all changes in 
the rules of practice of the Office, notice of all applications for extension 
of patents, a brief of the specifications, and the full claims of all tb~ pat-
ents issued, together with such illustrations, taken from the drawings of 
the patents, as would give to the public a clear idea of what is patented. 
It will thus be seen that these publications embrace very much more 
than was contained in the old Patent-Office reports; and, instead of 
being two or three years behind date, as the old reports were, they are 
issued within tllree days of the delivery of the letters-patent. This 
work seems to meet the demand, and is received with universal favor. 
The number of applications for patents, including re-issues and designs, 
during the year ended September 30, 1872, was 19,587; the number of 
applications for extension of paten~s, 284; the number of applications 
for the registering of trade-marks was 589. During the same time tllere 
were issued 13,626 patents, 233 extensions, 556 certificates of registry of 
trade-marks, and 3,100 caveats have been filed. This shows a small in-
crease over the number of the preceding year. The fees received dur-
ing the same period, from all sources, amounted to $700,954.86, and the 
total expenditure to $623,553.DO, making the receipts in excess · of the 
expenditures to the amount of $77,400.96. 
It will at once be perceived that the addition of about twenty thou~ 
sand applications for patents every year must greatly increase the work 
of the office. Over 200,000 applications for patents have been filed 
since 1836, and about 133,000 patents have been granted. The draw-
ings, mouels, and files accompanying these applications must be so 
cla sifted and arranged as to facilitate access to them, otherwise there 
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would be constant danger of duplicating patents upon the same inven-
tion, and each year's accumulation adds iargely t~ this danger. '.rhe 
office is now being administered u~der substantially the same law and 
the same general organization adopted at its inauguration, when only 
from one hundred to five hundred applications were rp.ade per annum. 
The office has outgrown the plan of organization that was sufficient 
for it then, and a new organization has become absolutely necessary to 
secure to inveutors and to the country the benefits of our patent system. 
I invite attention to the communication forwarded to Congress sugge:::;t-
ing a re-organization of the Patent-Office. 
The Commissioner urges the importance of a separ:ation of the Patent-
Office from the Department of tlle Interior. This matter is em braced 
in the bill now pending before Congress for a re-organization of the 
Bureau. Anotller subject to which attention is earnestly invited is the 
necessity for more room for the work of the Patent-Office. A plan llas 
been devised by which it is thought the model-gallery will be sufficient, 
in all time to come, to store such models as it may be d~sirable to ret~in 
in the office, but for the working force and the necessary fi les of the 
office thei'e is great want of room. It is impossible to transact the busi-
ness of the office, with ~afety to the inventors or the manufacturing 
interests of tile country, ~xcepting with more room iu which to arrange 
tlle files and drawings that must be consulted hourly in the transaction 
of office business. 
The work of the office has been conducted in the most satisfactory 
manner during the entire term of the present Commissioner, and I most 
cheerfully attest his efficiency and ~apacity for its manifold and delicate 
duties. 
PENSIONS. 
There are now on the pension-rolls the names of 578 wid.o\vs of soldiers 
who erved in the revolutionary war, a decrease of 56 since the last 
annual report. The names of 1,157 widows and. children of soldiers who 
served. in the wars sub -equent to the Revolution, and prior to the late 
r bellion, excepting the war of 1812, are borne on the rolls, being 57 less 
than the preceding year. 
Durino- the 1a t fi cal :year there were examined and allowed 6,3l7 
origiu, l applications ~or invalid. peusions of soldiers, at an annual aggre-
gate rate of $424,626.50, and 5,116 applications for incr~ased pension of 
invaHd. oldier , at an ago-r gate yearl;r rate of $261,16o.50. During the 
, am p riod 7,120 original pen ion to widow , orphan , and dependent 
r lath- .· of ·o1dier w re allowed, at an aggregate annual rate of 
OJ 70 , and 290 application , of the arne cla s, for increase of pension 
~r ad.mitted, at a total annual rate of $15,853.35. The number of 
laim rigioal and incrca , admitted <luring the year, was 18,843, and 
b ann nat amonnt of pen ion. thu granted wa $1 ,6 ... 2,433.35. Ou tlle 
30th da · of June, 1 72, thel' were on the roll the names of 95,405 
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invalid military pensioners, whose pensions annually amounted to 
$8,611,854.91, and of 113,518 widows, orphans, and dependent relatives 
of soldiers, whose yearly pensions amounted to $14,530,778.39, making 
an aggregate of 208,923 Army pensioners, at a total annual rate of 
$23,142,633.30. The· whole amount paid during the last fiscal year to 
invalid military pensioners was $10,145,145.49, and to widows, orphans, 
and dependent relatives, $17,266,156.02, making ,a grand total ()£' 
$27,411,301.51, which includes the expenses of disbursement. 
During the .same year there were examined and allowed 151 original 
applications for invalid Navy pensions, at an aggregate annual rate of 
$14,552; 68 applications of the same class for increase of pension, at a 
total yearly rate of $3,915; 124 new applications of widows, orphans, 
and dependent relatives of those who died in the Navy, at an aggre-
gate yea,rly rate of $18,494; ancl 6 pen8ions of the same class were in- . 
creased at an annual rate of $654. On the 30th day of June, 1872, there 
were borne on the rolls of Navy pensioners the names of 1,449 invalids, 
at an annual aggregate of $136,545, and of 1,730 widows, orphans, and 
dependent relatives, at an aggregate yearly rate of $269,208; making 
the whole number of snch pensioners 3,179, at a total annual rate of 
$405,753. The aggregate amount paid during the last fiscal year to 
Navy invalids was $149A42.85, and to widows, orphans, and depewlent 
relatives, $293,186.57; a total amount of $444,629.42, which includes 
the expenses of disbursement. 
On tbe 30th day of June, 1871, there were pending 26,190 applica-
tions of soldiers arid widows of soldiers of the war of 1812. During 
tbe year subsequent to that date there were received 6,546 applications 
of survivors of tba,t war, and 3,815 applications of widows, in all10,361 
applications, making a grand total of 36,551 claims for pension of this 
deseription filed prior to J uue 30, 1872. Of these there were allowed, 
during the last fiscal year, 17,021 applications of survivors, at a total 
annual rate of $l,G34,016; and 3,105 applications of widows, at an an-
nual aggregate rate of $298,080, making a total of 20,126 claims allowed, 
at an aggregate annual rate of $1,932,096. Four thousand eight hun-
dred and forty-five claims were rejected during the year, leaving 11,580 
claims pending on the 30th of June last. On the first instant there were 
pending 8,184 claims, more than half of which are believed to be with-
out merit, and will probably be rejected. The total amount paid during 
the year to survivors of the war of 1812, $1,977,415.84, and to widows, 
$335,993.63; a total amount of $2,313,409.47, including the expenses of 
uisbursem en t. 
The number of pensions of all classes, granted during the past fiscal 
year, was 33,838. During that period there were dropped from the pen-
sion-roll , from various causes, 9,104 names, lea-ving a grand total of 
232,229 pensioners on the rolls June 30, 1872, whose yearly pensions 
amount to $25,480,578.30. The amount paid during said year for pen-
sions of all classes, including the expenses of disbursements, was 
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$30,169,340.60, being $2,908,043.03 less than the amount paid during 
the preceding yeaJ;. 
Four hundred and forty-three bounty-land warrants were issued dur-
ing the year, for 68,040 acres, being 338,120 less than the number of acres 
issued for the preceding year. 
During the same period, 782 persons availed themselves of the benefits 
of the act of June 30, 1870, providing for artificial limbs and ~pparatus 
for resection, or commutation, of whom 458 perferred the latter. 
On the 30th of June, 1872, there were on ~ile, unadjusted, 37,176 claims 
for invalid pension, 33,762 claims of widows, orphans, and dependent 
relatives, and 11,580 claims of soldiers and widows of soldir.rs in the war 
of 1812, making a total of 82,518 claims. The Commissioner estimates 
that the claims for pension on account of the war of 1812 will be dis-
posed of by the 1st of May next. 
The investigation of frauds continues to receive especial attention, 
with such gratifying results, both in the detection and repression of 
wrong-doing, as to demand a continuance of the present policy. 
It is estimated that $30,480,000 will be required for the pension ser-
vice during the next fiscal year. 
BUREAU OF EDUCATION. 
The great increase of interest in education throughout the country, 
in the last few years, is gratifying to every sincere patriot. Of this in-
crease I believe the Bureau of Education is one of the principal exciting 
causes; and the hearty indorsement of the office, b~~ educators of every 
section and every sort of institution, is a fitting recognition. 
The bu iness of the office has increased so rapidly during the past yea.r, 
that 2,300 letters have been received and 3,500 have been written by it, 
an increase of more than 150 per cent. over the same work last year . . 
l\'Iore than 33,000 documents have been distributed in the same time, 
. an increa e of nearly 200 per cent. over last year. 
Tbe report of the Educational Bureau will show the amount aud 
character of the work of the office. No previous volume contain . uch 
a mine of educational facts and statistics for the guidance and informa-
tion of the country. I recommend increa"ed appropriations for the 
offic . 
'Ihe ill, introduced at the la t session of Congress by the Committee 
of the lion e on Education and Labor, providing for the expenditure of 
th n t pr ceed of the. ale of public land in establi bing an duca-
tional fund aud in a i. ting the States in the uniYer al education of their 
h ha r c iv d tb unanimou approval of the educators of the 
niou· and I comm nd it to tll favorable attention of Congr '. 
CENSUS. 
co 
up rintend nt of the inth Censu announc th 
great national work. All th table of th en us 
., 
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are now in pre.ss, wb~ther for the three quarto volumes authorized, or 
for the compendium to be published in oct"avo. The quarto volumes are 
at the present date wholly in type, except about 150 pages of the volume 
on Industry. The Population volume will, it is anticipated, be lai<1 upon 
the desks of members on the assembling of Congress, in December. 
The other volumes will follow with only such interval as is req uire<l for 
press-work and binding .. The early completion of the census is a sub-
ject of congratulation, inasmuch as the use to be ma<le of the statistics 
obtained with so much of labor and expense depends very greatly on 
the promptitude of publication. With such rapid changes of popula-
tion and industry as occur in the United States, the census remains 
even approximately true but very few years after the date of enumera-
tion. Every year, therefore, for which the publication of results is 
delayed, subtracts a large portion of the actual present .utility of the 
census. There still remains, it is true, a secondary use, namely, for sta-
tistical retrospect au<l comparison, which is independent of this consid-
eration. But the main object of the census, in which a.lone would be 
found the justification for so great .an expenditure of labor aud money, 
is its immediate use in directing the Jegislatiou and the industrial and 
social efforts of the present age. For this pHrpose, every month saved 
in publication amounts to a large posit.ive ad<lition to the value of the 
work. 
The appropriation made at the last session of Congress for illustrating 
graphically the quarto volumes of the census bas been expended with 
results which, it is believed, will meet with cordial recognition and 
approval from Cougress and the country. No authority or appropria-
tion exists for maps and charts to accompany the compendium in 
octavo, the copy for which is to-day sent to the Congressional Printer 
from the Census Office. The expense of Hlustrating in this style a work 
of which so large an edition is to be printed as of the compendium, 
would be very considerable, and I <lo not feel justified. in making a dis-
tinct recommendation to that effect, but content myself with suggest-
ing the matter, leaving it to Congress to determine whether the expen-
(liture will be consistent with other calls upon the revenue. I do, how-
ever, strongly recommend that a st'atistical atlas of the United States, 
b~se<l upon the results of the Ninth Census, to contain a large number 
of maps, with appropriate text and tables, be authorized in an edition 
not exceeding five thousand., to be prepared under the direction of the 
Superinten<lent of the Census, for distribution to public libraries, learned 
societies, colleges, and. academies, with a view to promote that higher 
kind of political e<lucation which has heretofore been so greatly neg-
lectP-d in thi country, but toward which the attention of tbe general 
public, a well as of instructors and students, is now being turned with 
the mo t lively interest. The exact knowle<lge of our country should 
be the ba i of tbis education; and it is in the power of Congress, by 
authorizing uch a publication a is here recommended, to practically 
~ 
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naugurate the study of political and social statistics in the colleges and 
higher schoolG of the land. 
The recommendation made by the Superintendent for a census to be 
taken in 1875 will, I trust, receive the early and earnest attention of 
Congress. Such an account of the national numbers, wealth, and in-
dustry, would form an invaluable catalogue and guide-book to the 
Ameri1\an sections in the International Exposition to be held in Phila-
delphia in 1876, as well as constitute a noble monument to the progress 
of the United States during the first century of its political life. 
The additional reason urged by the Superintendent that a census in 
1875 would go far to secure the taking of the Federal census tpereafter 
at intervals of five years has even stronger claim to consideration. It 
is unquestionably true that the interval at present established between 
the Feueral censuses is too long for the proper information of Congress 
and the body of citizens, as to the material condition, wants, and re-
sources of the nation. No one will dispute this. In the present stage 
of political and social science, no intelligent person would, were the 
question a purely original one, propose a longer interval between the 
periodical enumerations of the country than five years. It is simply a 
question now, whether the constitutional provision shall be enlarged to 
meet the manifest requirements of this later time. Regarding, as I do, 
the provision of the Constitution in respect to the census as a minimum 
provision, guaranteeing to the growing States that not less than once 
in ten years shall the representation in Congress be apportioned ac-
cording to a new uetermination of the populaLion of the several States, 
I ee no difficulty iu making the intermediate census thus proposed the 
equivalent in a l respects for the decennial census authorized. and re-
<J.nired by the Constitution. But, in view of the doubts which might not 
unr a owtbly arise in the minds of some as to this construction, and of 
the jealousy of the States more stable in population, arising from the 
fear of partiug prematurely with portions of their representative vower, 
I would recommend. t·hat the cen us of 1875, if authorized. alH.l provi<led 
for, hould be <listinctly dive t d of a political character, an<l the next 
r <li tribntion of congres ional repre entation be left to follow the cen-
u of 1 SO, as in due cour e by the Constitution. 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF TilE TERRITORIES. 
The operation. of the Unit d State geoloO'ical ..;urvey have been very 
much xten<l <l the jla ' t a ou, owing to the increased appropl'iations 
b on r ::. lt wa <leemed a<l vi able by the Department to continue 
h w rk of xploration in the littl -known 1·egion of the North we ·t 
ah ut the .;o l'C of th Y How tone, 1\li souri, aiH.l Snake H.iYeJ'.. Ac-
. n1iu 1, -, t ile chief g oloo·i ·t was directed. to orgnnize t wo propel'ly-
.<]_nipi d part ie ·. One party und •r he imuwdiat , direction of l\Ir . 
• Tam : 't '\en: on took a · it initial point, Ogden, U ah, and proce <.led 
then · t · ort all, Idaho. i rom this point a car •ful ·urvey of the 
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Suake River Valley was commenced. The party ascended the valley on 
the east side to the sources of Henry's Fork, thence to the sources of 
the l\fadison, where they crossed the divide to the bead-waters of Snake 
River, and descended this riveT to Fort Hall. The great Teton range 
was minutely explored and located. Madison Lake, which has hitherto 
been regarded as the source of the Madison, bas proved to be the source 
of Snake Rh;er. Many very important changes were made in the geo-
graphy of this interesting region. The second party, under the direc-
tion of Professor Hayden, proceeded to Bozeman, 1\:fontana, and there 
commenced an examination of the Yellowstone to its som~ces. The 
Gallatin and Madison Rivers, with their numerous branches, were care-
fully mapped. TheN ational Park, with its unique borders, was examined 
in more detail, and great numbers of sketches, photographs, specimens, 
&c., were secured. A great mass of observations in astronomy, meteor-
ology, and topography were obtained, and the collections in geology, 
botany, and natural history were more extensive and interesting than 
those of any preceding year. The materials for a report, both of a 
pract.ical and scientitic character, exceed those of any previous season. 
Besides the two parties mentioned above, there were five small parties 
making special examinations, under the auspices of the survey, in differ-
ent parts of the West. The parties have all returned from the field, .and 
are busily engaged in preparing their reports, to be submitted to Con-
gress at an,early da.y. 
I RAILWAYS. 
The subscriptions to the stock of the Union Pacific Railroad Company 
amount to $30,783,000, of which $3G,762,300 has been paid. There-
ceipts for the year ending June 30, 1872, from the transportation of pas-
sengers, were $3,067,808.17; of freight, ·$4,122,051.20; and from miscella-
neous sources, $771,711.41; total, $7,062,170.78. The entire cost of the 
road. and fixtures to said <late, (unadjusted balances with contractors 
not included,) was $114,258:535.07. The indebtedness of the company· 
at the same date amounted to $75,804,512, of which $27,236,512 is due 
to the United States. 
The Central Pacific Railroad Company, by consolidation now em-
braces, besides the original company of that name, also the Western 
Pacific, the San Francisco au<.l Oakland., the San Francisco and Ala-
meda, and the California and Oregon companies. Stock to the amount 
of $.J0,G44,000 bas been subscribed, and $54,283,100 paid. The receipts 
for the year ending June 30, 1872, from transportation of passengers, 
were $3,620,510.33, and of freight, $5,753,246; total, $0,373, 765.33. The 
expenses were $4,317,332.32, leaving net earnings to the amount of 
$5,056,433.01. .At the close of said year the indebtedness of the com-
pany amounted to $80,000,132.37, of whicll $27,855,680 was to the United 
State . 
'l'he tock subscription of the Central Branch Union Pacific Railroad 
18 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF 'PRE INTERIOR. 
Company is $1,000,000, of which $980,600 bas been paid. The receipts 
for transportation of passengers for the year ending June 30, 1872, 
were $60,807.65, and for freight, $83;662.03; total, $144,469.68. The 
expenses of the road and fixtures have been $3,723,700. The com-
pany's indebtedness (exclusive of first-mortgage bonds, $1,600,000, and 
the GoYernment loan, $1,600,000) is $94,896.34. 
The amount of stock of the Kansas Pacific Railway (1ompany sub-
scribed is $9,992,500, and the amount paid in is $9.621,950. Receipts 
for the year ended June 30, 1872, from transportation of passengers, 
were $1,351,837.51; of freight, $2,156,190.21; and from miscellaneous 
sources, $79,600.75; total, $3,1551,628.47. The construction and equip-
ment of the road have cost $29,602,97 4.28. The total funded debt of 
the company is $26,044,600, and the amount of the other liabilities and 
i1x1ebtedness is $2,081,102.161 making a total of $28,125;702.16, of 
which $6,303,000 is due to the United States. On the lOth of October, 
1872, you accepted the western part of this road, extending from the 
393.9425 mile, and terminating in Denver, Colorado Territory, 638.6 
miles from the initial point. 
The amount of .'tock of the Denver Pacific Railway an<l Telegraph 
Company, subscribed and paid in, is $4,000,000. This road, running in 
a nearly north course, 106.33 miles from Denver, Colorado Territory, to 
Cheyeune, 1Yyoming Territory, where it counects with the Union Pacific 
roa<l, wa completed in the summer of 1870. The receipts for the year 
ended June 30, 1872, for transportation of passengei·s, were $176,312.46; 
of freight, $170,709.83; and from miscellaneous sources $8,0G6.40; tota!, 
$355,08 .69. The co t of construction and 'equipment of the road an<l 
telegntl)h to tlJC date last abo\e stated. was $6,403,800, and the indebted-
nes · of the ompany to that date was $2,519,076.25. The road and 
telegraph line were, on re-examination, accepted by you on the 2d day 
of :Jiay la t. 
T!Je amount of tock of the Sioux City anc1 Pacific Railroad Company 
, nb cril>cd i · '4,47 ,500, of which $1,791,400 has been paid in. 'l'be 
receipts for the ye[\r ended June 30, 1872, from the transportation of 
pa enger., w re $03,548.71; of freight, $85,803.24; of mails, $7,549.40; 
from xpr .. , 81,735.80; and from mi cellaneous sources, $3,768.56; 
total, . 162,403,71. The expense. during that period were $152,063.98. 
Th indebtednes of the company is $5,361,977.86, of which $1,6L8,320 
i · <lue to th Unit d State . 
At the clo e of the last :fiscal year, (June 30, 1872,) the amount of 
ub ·cribed tock of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company was 
,0 0, and the amount actually paid in, $8,404,000. The company 
1· port t!Ja lll'\ey. have been made from the end of the completed 
road a poin one lmndr d an<l three-tenth. miles from San Francisco, 
t F r 1 has on the Colorado River, via Tehac!Japi Pass, and from 
t l r nma, on the olorado, Yia Los ..Angeles and an 
The co t of th e survey has been $66, 94. 4. The 
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amount receiYed dnring said year for transportation of passengers was 
$383,563.93, and of freight, $391,908.97. The expenses on account of the 
road and fixtures for said period were $376,278.11. The indebtedness 
of the company is $.3,750,000. Seventy and t'venty-six humlredtbs 
mile~ of tbis road lla,Te been completed in a first-class manner, and have 
been accepted~ The road commences a,t San Jose, California. The en-
\ 
tire cost of the road and fixtnres, togetller with the lauus for stations, 
&c., since the organization of tlle company, is estimated. at about 
~ 12,000,000. 
Tbe amount of stock of the Tex:Cls and Pacific Railway Company sub-
scribed is $2,000,000, of which $200,000 has been paid in. The company 
hac; neitber l>mHled nor floating debt. It is progressing rapidly witl1 its 
surveys, having a number of corps in tlte field., but as the final reports 
l.uH'e not been recei,'e<l, no definite description can l>e given of the liue 
of road surn'yed and fixed upon for construction. Tbe receipts of the 
company from 15th April, 1871-tbe date of its organization-to the 1st 
... J nly, 1872, have been $20±,392.05, and. the d.isburseme11ts amount to • 
$125,050.87, leaYing a balance in hand of $79,33.3.18. Tue line of this 
road '"ill be ''from a point at or near Marshall, county of Harrison, 
State of TexaH; thence by the most direct and eligible route, to l>e de-
termined by saitl company, near the thirty-second parallel of north lati-
tude, to a poiut at or near El Paso; thence by the most direct and eligible 
rontt>, to be selected by said company, through New Mexico and .Arizona, 
to a point on the Rio Colorado, at or near the ~outlleasteru boundm-y of 
the State of Ualiforuia; thence, uy the wost diruct and eligible route, to 
San Diego: California, to Ship's Channel, in tliC bay of San Diego, in tlw 
State of California, pursuing, in the location thereof, as uear as uHty be, 
the thirty-second. parallel of north latitude." The act of Congress of :\I fly 
~, 1812, (17 Statutes, 59,) requires "that the said Tt-.xas ~l!ld Pacifle 
Rail.way Company shall commence the constrnCtion of its road. at or 
near :\fan;hall, Texas, and proceecl \-rith its construction :r., "' * "-' 
so "as to have at least one hundred consecntiYe miles of railroad from 
said point complete and in running order within two years <titer the 
pa~sage" thereof, and so continue to construct7 each year thereafter, a 
sufticient number of miles, not le~s than one hundred, to secure the com-
pletion of the ,,-bole line witbin ten years after the date of said act : 
''Provided, howeve'r, That the said company shall commence the construc-
tion of said road from San Diego eastward withiu one year from the pas-
sage of this act, ::md construct not less thau ten miles before the expira-
tion of the second. year, and, after tl.le second year, 110t less than twenty-
fisc miles per annum in continuous line thereafter between San Diego 
aiiCl the Colorado River until the junction is formed with the line from 
the east at the latter point, or east thereof." Tbe name of this company 
was changed by the aid act from "Texas Pacific Railroad Company'' 
to ';Texas and Pacific Railway Company." 
Tile report of tbe At-lantic and Pacific Railroad Company for the 
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year ended June 30, 1872, shows that $16,400,000 of stock has beeu 
subscribed, and that $16,375,000 has been paid in. The company has 
completed, since the date of its last annual report, the road from Prai-
rie City, in the Indbn Territory, to Vinita, in same Territory, a distance 
of 21-! miles. The road and teleg~aph from Pacific, J\iissouri, to Vinita, 
a ili.stfl,nce of 327! miles, bas been completed. Parties have been, , 
during tile last year, surveying for the road in Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona., aud California. The total cost of surveys to June 30, 1812, 
\vas $162,173, and the amount received during the year ending on that 
date, from passengers, was $325,607.87, and for freight, $790,030.43. Tlle 
cost of ra.ilroad and fixtures up to the same time was $31,GOS,044.54. 
Tile total indebtedness to that date (including assumed debt of 
81,HH,030 of South Pacific Company, whose road from Pacific, Mis-
souri, to Springfield, it has obtained by purchase) was $15,013,!:190.53. 
The mortgages of the compa11y were recei \~eJ and recorded by the 
Department, as required by law, in NoYernber and December, 18'll. One 
' lnmdred and twenty-five miles of this road and its telegraph Jine have 
been accepted, of which fifty were accepted by you on the Gth of Decem-
ber last. 
Stock of the Norther11 Pacific Railroad Company has been subscribe<l 
to the ~mount of $100,000,000, and certificates for 1G5,336 shares~ of 
$100 each, have been issued. Tbe cost of surveys up to July 1, 1872, 
(:o ftu a~ reports lmve been received b.r the companJ',) was $45±,G80.79. 
The accounts, &c., are not yet in a condition to reiHler an a,ccurate 
report of the amount:;; received from passengers and freight during the 
year. Tile expenses of tlle road a1Hl fixtures have lY'en $11,481,467.70. 
Tile indebtedness of the company is reported to be $20,442,245.4!:1. On 
tlle ~Oth February 1a. t a map of preliminary route from tlJe cro sing of 
the Red River of tlJe ..... ~orth, at Fargo, in Dakota, to a point opposite the 
lllonth of the \Va1la-\Val1a Ri ,·er, \VaslJington Territory, a distance of 
about 1,4-48 mileH, "-as received h,r tlJe Department. On tl.te 1st iustant, 
·ommisHioners were ordcre<l to exttmine and report upon the completed 
portion "from the junction with the Lake Superior and :J1issis ·ippi 
railroad, near Thom.·on, linne. ota, to the Red River of the North," a 
di.·tanc of about 228 wile.. Their report bas not yet been received. 
Tlt' eornpany r port that, ou the 30th ultimo, cars pas. ed over the track 
for a di. tance of 113 mile.· we~t of the Ued Ri \~er. Track lw recently been 
lnit1 at the rate of 2.} mile~ a day. The report state that, at tlJe pre ent 
ntte of coB:tru<:tion, the road wonl<l be completed to the J\li ssomi 
ti,· r by th 3<1 proximo. The ·baracter of tl10 soil in Dakota, tlJrough 
'"lliell the road pa:.·e.-, i , · report d very good, adapted to grain and 
graziu ·,·of an averag' excellence equal to Illinoi · lands. \Vater i · 
almndaut. Timber is . carce. The con traction of building for depot.', 
nrrine-hon.-e,., and wat<'r-.tation:, i: prooTes 'ing rapidly. The 'WOrk f 
th • ·ompan.r in e:tabli:hing au<l preparing for con ·tn1etiou the lin of 
1onte to tll· ~cllow.tone H.i,·er and up tllat tl·eam wa re nmeJ duriug 
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the year. The location of the line of route has been greatly retarded at 
various points by hostile Indians. The company bas this year surve:yed 
and examined the Missouri River abov-e the Great Falls, and determineu 
that it is pract.ica.ble for steamboat navigation up to Gallatin Forks, a · 
distance of 220 miles. They have also found that a short railroau is 
practicable around those falls, at small expense. Thus the whole· course 
of the Missouri River can be made available to commerce and to the 
settlement of the vast region it drains. Surveys have been in pro-
gress on the Salmon River line in Montana, making a connection there-
with of the survey in progress on the Wisdom River line. The survey 
of the route from the Columbia River to Lake Pend d'Oreille is reported , 
complete. It is also reported that 75 miles of the road from the Columbia 
River to Puget. Sound will be in operation at the close of the season. , 
The road and telegraph of the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway 
Company, from the southern line of Kansas to the Arkansas River, a 
distance of 86.76 miies, was accepted by you on the 17th May last. 
On the 28th of last :March I accepted the first 50 miles of the Oair~ 
and Fulton Railroad, extending ''from a point on the north bank of th1 . 
Arkansas River, opposite the city of I;ittle Rock, called 'Argenta,' to ~ 
point fifty miles north, called 'Judsonia,' near Little Reel River." 
· On the 13th of December last, the seventh section of twenty miles oi 
the Burlington and Missouri River Railroad, in Nebraska, was accepted 
by you. This section extends from the end of the one hundred and 
twentieth mile of said road west of Plattsmouth. And on the 18th 
instant commissioners were ordered to proceed to the examination of an \ 
additional portion of 50fl; miles-from the one hundred and fortieth 
mile to a connection with the Union Pacific Railroa<l. Their teport has 
not yet been received. 
On the 11th March last yon accepted the fifth and sixth sections of 
20 miles each of the road and telegraph line of the Oregon and Califor-
nia Ra.ilroad Company. This portion, with the sections previously a(}-
ceptecl, makes a length of line, already rep0rted upon an<l accepted, of 
1~0 miles, commencing nt East Portland, Oregon, aud ending at a sta-
tion 2-2- miles northwest of Eugene City. 
On the 16th February last I accepted the first section of twenty miles 
of the road and telegraph of the Oregon Central Railroad Company. 
Thi road is to run "from Portland to Astoria, and from a suitable point 
0f junction near Forest Grove, to the Yamkill River, near McMinnville, 
in the State of Oregon." 
CAPITOL. 
The Architect of the Capitol Extension notices, in his report, the 
various improvements anu repairs to the Capitol <luring the last fiscal 
year, and renders an acoouut of the expenditures during the same 
period for that, as well as for the other pululic works committed to his 
charge. A large amonnt of earth has been deposited. in the groundcl 
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south of the Oapitol. The curve which connects Pennsylvania ayenue 
with B street north is about to be paved on one side of the railway wit.l1 
t he ''Parisen'' concrete pavement, and on the other with Belgian 
blocks. In compliance with instructions from this Department the archi-
teet entered into contract with Mr. Albert Brisbane for the construction 
of a pneumatic tube to conneet the Capitol with the Government Print-
ing-Office building. Mr. Brisbane represents that he has all the ma-
chinery ready to put in place, and that the tube is nearly ready for de-
li very, so that its completion will not be delayed beyond the 1st of 
July, 1873. 
In conformity with the act of Congress approved May 15, 1872, relat-
ing to the Heform School of the District of Columbia, plans for the main 
building and one family-building for said school have been prepared by 
the arehitect., and the same were approved by this Departme-nt. 
The extension of the Government Prin.ting-Office, the north front of 
tbe Pateut-Office bnildii-1g, and the paving of G street, between Seventh 
aml Ninth streets, N. vV., have been completed. The architect further 
rep~rts that, at the request of the Joint Uommittee on the Library, be 
has made various plans for, and directed the work in the enlargeme11t of 
the eonservatory and forcing-houses in the Botanical Garden, and, at 
t.he request of the directors of t.he Women's Hospital for the District of 
Columbia,. he has taken ehnrge of tbe enlargement ef the same, tbe 
title to which is now vested iu the United States. 
EXTENSION OF CA.PI1'0L GROUNDS. 
In compliance with the requirements of the act of Congress, appro~red 
1\lay 8, 1872, (making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the current fiscal year,) proper 
steps have ·been taken for the purchase of the property embraced in 
squares numbered G87 and 688 in this city, which squares are to be 
~n clnded in the extension of the Capitol grounds, as contemplated by 
section G of said act. Pursuant to tile provjsions of section 7, the 
O\\ners of said property were duly informed of the desire of the Govern-
ment to purchase the ame at prices ''not exceeding the appraisal made 
by the commi ·ion of uine in their report to .Robert Ould, United StatP 
di ·trict attorney for tJ.J.e District of Culumuia, on the 21st day of January, 
1 {jl.' 
In e\· ~r · in tance, where an. wer was ma<le, the price of such prop-
rty, ( · fixed by aid appraisal, wa refu ed . The eighth section of the 
a ·t appar ·utly provill d for uch a contingen y, and unc1er the authority 
·oufed ·~l by aid e ·tion, tlli ·Department made app1ic:1tion to the Su-
' urt of the istrict of Oolnm bia, "to make a. ju t ancl equitable 
·a h value of the several int re ts of each and 
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duly appointed by said eourt, and the report of their labm·s was :filed 
therein ou the 12th day of July last. But two exceptions to the ap-
praisal made by said board were filed, which were overruled by tbe 
court sitting iu "special term." Appeal was made in one of these cases 
to the court in "general term," and on the 16th instant said appeal was 
overruled and the whole appraisal confirmed. 
By tbe ninth sectiou of said act, the sum of $400,000 was appropri-
ated for tbe purcllase of saitl squares. Tlle value of the property on 
these squares, as appraise<l by the commission of nine in 1861, ambunted 
to $34o,374.90. It is g(...,nerally cc:mcedecl that real estate in this city bas 
greatly enhance<1 in Ya1ue since the year 1861; it was apparent, there-
fore, to my millu, _tllat Uongress, in appropriating but $400,000 for the 
purpose, could not baYe entertl:lined the possibility of purchasing the 
whole property for that ~::~mu . Acting upon the best attainable adyice, 
and belieYing tllat the public eeonomy would not be subserved by de-
ferring action in the premises for another year, I decideu to aecept the 
appraiscm(~nt maue by the board of commissioners and coufirmed by 
the court. The total value of the property in both squares according to 
said appra.isemen t is $GS1,878.G5, so tba.t, with tile appropriation of 
$400,000, it was only possible to purelu~se one oftbe squares, and a por-
tion of the otlter, until Congress should make the necessary additional 
appropriation to complete the purcilase. I concluded to purclutse 
the whole of square No. G87, on the north side of Capitol Square, and 
the five easternmost lots in square No. G88, amounting in value to 
$3U5,388.15. Tbe owners of sai<l pl'operty were requested to submit the 
proper deeds for the conveyance of the same to the United States, and, in 
a majority of the cases, deeds have been received and transmitted to the 
Attorney-General fol' examination and appropriate action. In all cases, 
wherein the deeds were not submitted within fifteen da.ys after the ap-
praisement was confirmed by tlw court, the purchase-money will be 
deposited in said court, (lS required by Section !) of the aet. It is ex-
peeted that possession of most of the property purchased will be bad 
before tile 1st of December next. 
Provision should be made for payment of the expenses incident to 
the purchase of this property. I have the honor, therefore, to recom-
mend the appropriation by Congress of $203,000, oi' so much thereof as 
Dhl.Y be 11ece~l-;ary, for completing the pnrdHl'.;;e of ~qnarc No. USi-3, and 
for pay meut of expenses :iu~ideut to tlle apptau;ewellt au<l pun.:!Ja~e of 
the wlJole property. 
BENEVOLENT INS1'I1'UTIONS. 
During the past fiscal year the whole number of persons under treat-
ment iu the GoYernme11t IIo pital for the Insane was G9;3, being 45 more 
than were treated the preceding year. Of these, 389 were fi.·om the 
Army and Navy, and 525 were males. One hundred and eighty-fi,·e 
patients w0re admitted during said year; 51 were discharged as recov. 
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ered, 29 as improved, and 4 as unimproved. The recoveries were 30 per 
cent. of the discharges, including, and 58 per cent. excluding, deaths. 
The number of deaths during the same period was 44, leaving under 
treatment at the close of said ye::tr·561, of whom 422 were males. Since 
the hospital was opened for the reception of patients in January, 1855, 
3,181 persons have been treated therein, 1,542 of whom were native 
born. · During the year 05 private or pay-patients received treatment, 
2() of whom were discharged, leaving 39 under treatment. Tile general 
health of the hospital has been excellent. 
Tile expenditures for the past fiscal year were $137,843.22. The sum 
of $11, 198.G5 was received for board of private patients, and $1,644.57 
from the sale of ·live stock, &c. The value of the products of the farm 
and garden during the year is estimated at $5,791.50; 'and the live stock, 
farm and garden implements, &c., belonging to the institution, at 
$15,804.70. 
The board of visitors submit the following estimates: 
For support of the ii:istitution during the year ending June 30, 1874, 
including $500 for books, stationery, &c., $130,500; repairs and im-
provements, $20,000; erection of a stock-barn on one of the out-lying 
farms, and a hay. barn on the other, and of a ponltry-honse, $0,000; 
completion of walks and roads, $2,000; erection, lighting, heatiug, and 
furnishing a. detached building, to contain tailors', shoemakers', aud mat-
tress makers' shops, and store-rooms and <lormitories for mechanics and 
farm laborers without families, $10,000 ; and for removing, repairing, 
and building cottages for employes of the hospital having families, 
$5,712.22 ; a total of $177 ,212.2.2. The fifth item of the foregoing e~ti­
mates, amounting to $10,000, contemplates a Rubstitute for the present 
use of the basement story of the extension built iu 1870-~71, which will 
vacate excellent rooms for 35 patients of the quiet chronic class, at a 
moderate cost. 'fhe la t item of $5,712 . 2~ is simply asking for there-
appropriation of an unexpended balance of an appropriation made for 
the same purpo e in 1805, which has lapsed into tile Treasnry. All the 
e ' timate'" ubrnitted by the board of visitors are represented by them as 
being e"s~!ltial to the efficiency and welfare of the iusUtution. 
I llave the honor to renew tile recommendations containerl in tbe 
annual report of thi' Department, dated October 31, 1871, in relation 
to ile propriety of the pa age of an act l>y Cougres., authorizing the 
prolooged r . traint of in briates. 
Ou the 15th in tant there were llG pupilR in the Columbia In titu-
tion f r the D af and Dumb, 3± of wlwm were recei,-ed siu~:e July 1, 
1 71. Sixty- ix of the e were in the collegiate department, repre ent-
ing wenty·three State and this District, and llG have received in-
trnction ·inc July 1, 1871, of whom 100 were male". Eiguteen 
pnpil. have left the college during the year, and fiTe Lave left the 
primary epartment. Th health of he in .. titution has been .excellen , 
n t a, ingle d ath haYing· occurred during the year. 
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The appropriation of $70,000, made by Congress 011 the lOth of June 
last, by means of which the purchase of Kendall Green was commm-
mated, was of great benefit to the institution, as it is now provided with 
one hundred acres of land, affording ample space for gardening, farm-
ing, play-grounds, &c. 
The receipts for the support of the institution, during the last fiscal 
year, exceeded the disbursements $384.60. 
The board of directors submit the following ~stimate for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1874: 
For the current expenses of the institution, $48,000. 
During the last fiseal year 4,576 women receiYed treatment at the 
Columbia IIospital for Women and Lying-in Asylum, a number more 
than double that of the preceding year. Three thousand seven hundred 
and eight were restored to health, 561 relieved, . and 35 discharged as 
incurable; twenty-one died; in 101 cases the ~esults are unknown, and 
150 remained under treatment. 
The annual report of the surgeon-in-chief will contain, in addition to 
the statement of the ~Tear's transactions, a resurne of the operations of 
this charity, from its commencement, .June, 1866, to June, 1872, and a 
detailed account of the principal operations performed during that 
period, illustrated, when practicable, by photo-lithographs. This is one 
of the most interesting reports t.bat have been maue to this Department. 
As a scientific production it will be of great value to the medical pro-
fession throughout the country, illustrating, as it does, the efficiency of 
"Tell-uirected surgical aid in cu:::·ing many of the diseases ~bich but. a 
few years ago were not considered amenable to treatment. 
The di.rectors report that the expenditures of the institution have 
been characterized by the strictest economy, anu that its whole conduct 
bas given great satisfaction. 
Tlw estimates for the ensuing fiscal year are as follows: 
For support of the institution ______ ·----------·------·----·--···--·-···---- $20,000 
For microscope and appliances __ ... ____ ... ___ . ______ . __ . ____ ... _ ... ____ . _ _ _ fiOO 
I! or new furniture.- ........ _ ... _ .... ______ ...... _. _ .. _. _ . _ ... __ . ___ ... _ .. __ . 5,000 
Total .. ___ .. _ ... _ ... _ ... _ ........ _ .. __ .... __ . ' .. _ .. _ .... ___ ......... _ _ 28,500 
This is an excess of $5,200 over the estimates submitted for the cur-
rent fiscal year; but the increase is deemed necessary in order to meet 
the expenses which will be incurred in view of the increasibg demands 
upon this deserving in titution. 
Congress, at its last session, appropriated the sum of $25,000 for the 
purcha. e of the building and grounds now occupied by the hospitaL 
The pnrc!wse bas been consummated, the deed of conveyance havjug 
first been approYed by the Attorney.Geueral. The title to said real 
estate is now Yested, a · required by the statute, in the United States. 
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NEW JAIL. 
Congress, by an act approved June 1, J872, created a board of com-
mi~sione-rs, composed of tlle Secretary of tlw Interior, the governor of 
the District of Columbia, atH.l the chief justice of tlle supreme court 
of said District, wit~ full power to carry out the prodsions of tile act 
approved ,July 25, 1866, entitled "An act authorizing tlle construction 
of a jail in and for the District or Co1nrnbia,i' aild the acts amendatory 
thereof, and directed that the plans and (lesigns for said jail should be 
prepared by the superYising architect of the ·Treasury Department; the 
\Tork to be doue unuer his supervision, subject to the approval of said 
commission. 
'rhe board of commissioners met i.n Jnly last, and decided that it was 
inexpedient to llave the jail erected on the site theretofore selected. At 
a subsequent meeting a portion of resern1tion No. 13 "'[Hi selccte<l as a · 
new site for the building, this beiug deemed by the commission the 
only available public reservation iu tbis Dir-;trict fit for the purpose. 
The reservation is situate on the western bank of tlw Anacostia Hi \'er, 
and is bouHded on the north by B street south; on the west by l~ille· 
teenth street east; and on the soutlt by G street so nth. 'Tbe northern 
portion of the reserYa.tion was selected, cmbraeiug a tract of grouud GOO 
ft~et in wiutll, aud running back ov r l,ODD feet to the Auacostia; abont 
one-third of the entire area of tbe resetTntiou . AbmH.laut room for tile 
building is thus secured, while the conti(rnity of tbc site to the l'iYcr 
wili be of manifest adv.antnge in the tnwspol'tation of materinls f:Or its 
conRtruction. At a late-r meeting of tl!e cotnmission certai11 plans, de-
io-n , specifications, an<l estimate::.;, prepared by tlJC upervising are-hi-
teet, \"VCre approved, mHl the proper Htrps taken for the early com-
rneuceruent of the foundation-walls. Tlte architect is of the opinion 
th<.tt the building can be completed during the emmiug yenr. Dnring 
t be comino- winter the necessary excaYatiouH \\'ill be made, the fonnda-
tion laid, and materials prepared for IJegiuuiug tlle superstnwture at 
the opeuing -of. pting. 
REFOR:\'I:·SOITOOL. 
By tlw act of Congre approYe<l l\Iarch u, 1872, all the powers con-
feneu an(l dutie 11joined by <'Xi tino· law· upon this Department, relat-
incr to the n·form- ·hool and jail in the Di ·trict of Colum bin, were tran -
fene l to the D partrnent of Ju ' tiee. A ub. equent net, howeYer, 
::tpproY ·d )fa • 15, 1 72, authorize tb Sccretarj of the Interior to pnr-
cha. a. n w • it for aid . chool, to be · 1 ted by him elf an<l the board 
f tru t . , n which buildiug. for tlle accommodation of three hun-
(lrcd boy.- ·baH b .rected und r th ·np rT·i ion of aid Secretary, the 
ar l f tru:t , nnd tb archit ct of the Capitol, fur which purpo:es 
th . um of 100 000 wa. th r y appropriated. 
A n<'w ._ite for aid chool ha b en elet ted on the farm of Thoma 
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Peter, ·ituate about three miles from the Capitol in a.n easterly direc-
tion, and on elevated ground. This site was believed to ue as salubrious 
a location as could be found in the District, and embraces one hundred 
and fifty acres of land, for which the sum of $30,000 was paid. · It is 
called Mount Lincoln, in commemoration of .Fort Lincoln, wLich form-
erly stood on the site. Plans and specifications for the necessary build-
ings were prepared by the architect of the Capitol, and approved by 
me. Proposals for the erectjon of said buildings were invited in dne 
form by advertisement, and, on the 22d day of August last, the con-
tract for the work was awarded to the lowest satisfactory bidder, con-
ditioned in the sum of $64,000. There yet remain1~d $G,OOO of the ap-
propriation unexpended, of which sum $3,129.03 has been expended l>y 
the board of directors in grading and preparing the ground for the 
buildings, and for steam-boiler, pump for hoisting water, &c. The 
work on the buildings has not progressed very rapidly, owing to the 
insufficient supply of water, but a new supply has been discovered, and 
it is confidently hoped that the family building will be ready for occu-
pation by the 1st of Decem her next. The cllildren were removed from 
their former unhealth;y location on the aqueduct farm iu August last, 
and have been provided with temporary lodgings in the barn on the 
new site. 
The board of trustees submit an estimate of appropriations, amount-
ing to $15,000, which will be required for a steam-heatiug apparatus, gas, 
water, and for grading grounds. In addition to the 150 acres of hmd 
already purclla.sed, the remainder of the farm, cornprisiug 100 acres, can 
be purchased at $150 per acre. For the purpose o'f providing the school 
with sufficient farm aud ga.rden land, whereon to emp1o.y its inmates, 
and which will, in the future, go far toward supporting the scllools, I 
cordiall,y recommend that an appropriation of $15,000 be made for said 
purchase. 
1\iETROPOLI'I.'.AN POLICE. 
The 1\fetropolitan police force numbers 238 men, of wlwm G are detec-
tives. The board represents the inadequacy of the force to the needs 
of the serv-ice, and strongly recommends that an increase be authorized 
of 12 sergeants and 50 privates, or patrolmen. 
The members of the force have faithfully and vigilantly discharged 
the duties required of them in maintaining good order, and protecting 
the rigllts of per ons and property within the District. During the year 
ending September 30 last, 11,306 persons were arrested, of whom 1,858 
were females ; 6,778 were unmarried; 4,299 could neith~r read nor write. 
Of those arreHted, 4,562 were dismissed, 21 turned over to the military, 
720 committed to the jail, aud 931 committed to the work-bouse; 187 
gave security to keep the peace, 64 were sent to the reform-school, GO 
gave bail for court, and 65 cases were undisposed of at that date. :Minor 
punishn:ents were inflicted in 700 cases, and fines were imposed in 3,UD6 
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ca.ses, amounting to $31,4(39.15. During said year 4,838 destitute per-
SOllS were provide<l with temporary lodgings, 144 lost children were 
restored to their parents, 5:.32 sick or disabled. persons were assisted or 
taken to hospi~als, and 315 horses, catt.le, vehicles, &c., were returned 
to their owners. Of tile whole number arrested, 2,251 were foreign-
born ; 8,08± were charged with offenses committed upon the person, and 
3,222 with offenses against propt>rty. During the year, lost or stolen 
property to the amount of $135,387.34 was recovered by the force. 
The detective force made 266 arrests, recovered lost or stolen prop-
erty valued at $25,990.99, and were efficient in rendering other valuable 
serdce. 
The sanitary officers have been actively engaged in abating nuisances 
and enforcing the necessary regulations for the cleanlinef;S and health 
of the city. 
1'ERRITORIAL PENITENTIARIES. 
On the 21st instant the penitentiary at Laramie City, Wyoming 
Territory, was completed, and on the same day was transferre(l to the 
custody of the marshal of the United States for that Territory, pursu-
ant to the act of Congress approved January 10, 1871. The committee 
of inspection report that the building is, in every respect, properly con-
structed, and a credit to tlte Government. 
Congress having failed to appropriate an additional sum of $20,000. 
required to build a penitentiary in Washington Territory, no steps LaYe 
been taken looking toward the erection of the building. I renew the 
rceomrueudation made in my last annual report, that an additional ap-
propriation of $20,000 be made for the purpose. If the approprjation 
be made immediately available, the building can be erected during the 
en uing year. 
TITE VIENNA EXPOSITION OF 1873. 
The exhibition of the re ources and products of the country at tbe 
World'. Expositiou to be held at Vienna in 1873, so far as the same 
may be practicable, i , deemed of uch importance that the necessary 
ter will l>e taken, o far as I have the power, to forward a complete 
rie' of uch report of tlli Department as may be necessary for tllat 
purpo e. The report. of the Laud-Office, of the Ninth Census, anu the 
Offi ·ial az •tt of the Patcnt-Ofllce, will furni ·h a Yery full sta temeut 
of our prO"'I' ._, andre ource. ; \Yhile the report of the Indian-Office, of 
P n.· ion.· of the Bureau of Education, and of the geological survey of tb 
TPni torie. , will how th m .thod.' we lurve auopted in those ev ral 
<1ir ·t i n:. 'uch an xhil>ition wiU be t .·erve to place the United 
he RE ' IDE. ' T , 
C. DELANO, 
Secretary. 
